
  FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
We believe that: 

 Learning is a partnership to be shared by the  
     student, the school and their parents/care   
     givers. 
Our objective is to provide a supportive 

School environment in which students can 
achieve their greatest potential. 

 This will be achieved if students,  
         supported by their families, always strive for 
         excellence and give of their best and view 
         learning as a lifelong process. 

 Every endeavour should be made to make 
learning engaging for students. 

 
Andrew Dickinson 
Principal 
 
COURSE SELECTION 
Making choices of subjects is very important.  
Every student should make a serious effort to plan 
their curriculum pathway to enable them to follow 
their chosen career path and interests. 
 
In selecting a course students should consider: 

 The curriculum pattern 
  Student interests 
 Career choices and/or post school options 
 Parent wishes 
 Current subjects and progress 
 Subject teacher recommendations 
 

Students can get help to choose the most  
appropriate course by talking to: 

• Parents and/or their friends 
• Home Care Teacher 
• Subject Teachers 
• Year Level Manager 
• School Counsellors 
• The SACE Coordinator 
• Personnel at other agencies  

Information to help choose wisely is available from: 

• This Curriculum Guide 
• The Job Guide 
• SATAC Guides 
• Internet 
• Tertiary Institution information 
• Pamphlets and booklets in the  
Year 11 & 12 Study Areas 
 

 
 
 
Parents can help by: 
 

• Being positive, supportive and 
  encouraging 
• Assisting in finding information 
• Attending the information evening 
  and course counselling days 
 
Remember: 
 
• Subject choices must be based on 
  as much information as possible. 
• YOU are responsible for YOUR  
   subject choices. 
• Subjects must be selected for the  
  whole year. 
• Choose carefully. Selections are 
  considered to be FINAL and it may  
  not be possible to make changes. 
• The school will make every effort  
   to offer the subjects that you   
  select. However, this may not be 
  possible. 
 
You will be consulted if changes need to be 
made. 
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INTRODUCTION & CONTENT 

CHOOSING SUBJECTS 
Carefully read the subject descriptors before  
selecting your units. 
 We suggest you keep this Curriculum Guide 

for all of next Year so that you may refer 
back to this information in discussing study 

     plans for next year and beyond. 
 Progression to the next level of study is de-

pendent upon students meeting the work 
and assessment requirements to a satisfac-
tory (C grade) standard. Promotion and 
course selection may have to be negotiated 
individually if student achievement is not 
satisfactory. 

 Additional information is available to stu-
dents through sessions with Home Care 
teachers, year level assemblies, special  
assemblies for particular topics and discus-
sions with subject teachers. Students are 
also encouraged to access other sources of 
information. 

 Additional information is available to parents 
and students through an information  

     evening. Parents can contact appropriate 
    school personnel if they require any further 
    information. 
 Whilst there is a set curriculum pattern of 

required subjects at Years 8-10, some flexi-
bility is possible to meet individual student 
needs. 

 Students, with assistance from parents/
caregivers and counselling from Home Care 
teachers and/or counselling personnel, 
nominate their subject preferences.  

     Students are issued with a computer  
     printout of their choices. 
 The school timetable is constructed on the 

basis of student choices within the  
    constraints of staffing and school resources. 
 Although every effort is made to accommo-

date all student preferences this is not 
    always possible.  

Where students are unable to study their 
selected subjects they are re-counselled 
to enable them to select appropriate  

       replacement subjects. 
 Students, with support from parents, will 

have limited opportunities to make changes 
to the chosen course. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
   Our Middle School is structured to support  
   students through adolescence and ensure that  
   learning occurs in an environment that 
   promotes enthusiasm, commitment and  
   continuous improvement, so that students 
   achieve their greatest potential. 
 
WE OFFER: 

 A broad and balanced curriculum across the 
8 areas of study 

 Extensive access to computers throughout 
the school 

 Access to a broad range of sporting and 
other extra-curricular activities 

 Celebration of student success 
 A comprehensive pastoral care program 

and encouragement of student leadership 
and participation in decision -making. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 8 
All students have access to all learning areas, 
completing compulsory units from each of the 8 
Learning Areas; 

 The Arts 
 English 
 Health & Physical Education 
 Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) 
 A Language other than English (LOTE) 
 Mathematics 
 Science / Agricultural Science 
 Technologies  
 

YEAR 9 
All students will complete compulsory units from: 

 English 
 Mathematics 
 Science 
 Health and Physical Education 
 History 

 

Choice units will be selected from: 
 Agriculture 
 The Arts 
 Geography 
 Health and Physical Education 
 Home Economics 
 LOTE - Japanese [Full Year] 
 Technologies 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
YEAR 10 
All students must complete units from: 

 English [Full Year] 
 Mathematics [Full Year] (Choose  

         Mathematics or Mathematics A) 
 Science [Full Year] 
 History [Semester] 
 Health and Physical Education [Semester] 
 Personal Learning Plan [Semester] 
 An additional 5 choice units [Semesters] 

must be selected. 
 

PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN 
The Personal Learning Plan is a compulsory 
SACE subject, usually undertaken in Year 10. 
Students will consider their aspirations and 
research reliable career information to help them 
make appropriate subject choices and map out 
their future. Students will work towards goals 
they need to achieve as they progress through  
school towards work, training or further study. 
 
 
   The Personal Learning Plan contributes 10  
   credits towards the SACE. 

  
As it is compulsory, students need to achieve 
a ‘C’ grade or above.  
 

YEAR 11 
Compulsory Units: Students must achieve ‘C’ 
grade or better. 

English (literacy) [Full Year] 20 credits 
 

Mathematics (numeracy) [Semester] 10 credits 
 

Research Project [Semester] 10 credits 
 
Choice Units: 
 

Choose an additional 9 semester units from 
the Stage 1 subject choices. 
 

RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
   The Research Project is a compulsory subject  
   of the South Australian Certificate of Education 
   (SACE). As it is compulsory, students need to 
   achieve a ‘C’ grade or better. 
 
Students will: 

 Choose a topic; the topic may be linked to 
a SACE subject or course, or to a work-
place or community context 

 Learn and apply research processes and 
the knowledge and skills specific to their 
research topic 

 Present their research and evaluate what 
they have learnt 

The term ‘research’ is used broadly and may in-
clude practical or technical investigations, formal 
research, or exploratory enquiries. 
 
YEAR 12 
Choice Units: 

 Four full year [20 Credit] subjects, or the 
equivalent to achieve an ATAR 

 Three subjects for SACE completion 
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STAGE 1 SUBJECTS 
 
STAGE 1 ENGLISH (COMPULSORY) 
Students must pass with a ‘C’ grade or better and 
complete two semesters of any English subject to 
achieve SACE literacy requirements. 
 
ENGLISH 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Stage 1 English has an emphasis on responding 
to texts, creating texts and intertextual study.  
Students creatively and critically engage with a 
variety of types and texts including novels, film,    
media, poetry and drama texts. 
Stage 1 English articulates with the Stage 2  
English subjects.    
 
ESSENTIAL ENGLISH 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Stage 1 Essential English is designed for a range 
of students, including those who are seeking to 
meet the SACE literacy requirement and students 
planning to pursue a career in a range of trades or 
vocational pathways. Students are able to  
continue their study of English at Stage 2. There 
is an emphasis on communication, comprehen-
sion, analysis and text creation. This subject leads 
to Stage 2 Essential English. 
 
 
 
GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
1 or 2 SEMESTERS / 10 or 20 CREDITS 
Must choose 2 semesters if wanting to study 
General Mathematics in Year 12 
General Mathematics extends students’  
mathematical skills in ways that apply to 
practical problem solving. Topics cover a diverse 
range of applications of mathematics, including 
personal financial management, measurement 
and trigonometry, the statistical investigation pro-
cess, modelling using linear and non-linear func-
tions, and discrete modelling using networks and  
matrices. 
A  ‘C’ grade or higher in Year 10 or approval fro 
the Faculty Coordinator are required to undertake 
this maths course. 
 
 
 
 

STAGE 1 PRE MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
and PRE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 
3 SEMESTERS / 4 SEMESTERS FOR  
SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 
Must choose if doing Methods/Specialist in 
Year 12 
Stage 1 Mathematics provides the foundation for 
further study in mathematics in Stage 2 Maths 
Methods and Stage 2 Specialist Maths. 
Topics covered may include: 
 Geometry and Mensuration 
 Quadratics and other Polynomials 
 Statistics 
 Co-ordinate Geometry 
 Functions and Graphs 
 Planar Geometry 
 Vectors 
 Matrices 
 Introduction to Calculus 

Students must achieve a ‘B’ grade or higher in 
Maths 10A or be approved by the Faculty  
Coordinator 
 
ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 
1 or 2 SEMESTERS / 10 or 20 CREDITS 
Must choose 2 semesters if wanting to study 
Essential Mathematics in Year 12 
This subject is designed for a range of students, 
including those who are seeking to meet the 
SACE numeracy requirement and students who 
are  
planning to pursue a career in a range of trades or 
vocational pathways. There is an emphasis on  
extending students’ mathematical skills in ways 
that apply to practical problem-solving in everyday 
and workplace contexts, in flexible and resource-
ful ways. 
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SCIENTIFIC STUDIES – CONSERVATION LAND 
MANAGEMENT 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
We are intending to offer a one semester course at 
Stage 1 which will be open to students from both 
Year 10 and Year 11. Students will have the op-
portunity to complete competencies from VET 
units from Certificate I and II Land Management 
(Wetlands), Certificate I in Conservation Land 
Management (Agriculture) and Certificate I in 
Agriculture (Agriculture). This may enable  
students to undertake further studies either at 
TAFE or possibly at school. 
Students will be given the opportunity to undertake 
the following: 
Weed identification and weed control measures – 
spray application, manual removal, competition. 

 Lawn and ground maintenance – mowing, 
edging, fertilising 

 Planting in the Wetlands – ground            
preparation, mulching, planting, monitoring 
growth 

 Maintenance of native vegetation areas 
 Maintenance of water and soil quality 

Students will have the opportunity to receive  
training for the safe use of equipment and 
machinery: such as mower – ride on and push; 
brush cutter; mulcher/ chipper: leaf/ 
grass blower; water pump. 
Students will complete a range of assessment 
tasks. 
  
SCIENTIFIC STUDIES – STEM (SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY,ENGINEERING AND MATHS) 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a ‘B’ or better in both Maths and Science 
in the previous year. This subject can be selected 
by both Year 10 and Year 11. This course is  
designed to offer extra opportunities in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and is  
excellent exposure for those interested in  
Developing a level of thinking promoted by  
universities. A partnership with the University of 
South Australia will enable students to undertake 
several large projects. The projects may include: 

 Science Challenge – wetlands quality   
 analysis by a remote device 

 Technology Challenge – use of electronics to 
control an Arduino robot 

 Engineering Challenge – designing a system 
to lift and drop wooden blocks 

 Mathematics challenge – planning the  
 structure of a fictitious suburb 
During and after their projects, students will be  

assessed on their ability to present orally, make 
posters and videos, and write progress and final 
reports. 
 
AGRICULTURE 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a ‘C’ or better in Science and/or 
Agriculture at Year 10. Students may choose    ei-
ther one or both of the Agriculture units at Stage 1. 
 
Agriculture A (Semester 1) 
Students cover topics such as Cropping, Sheep for 
Meat, and Marketing/Farming as a Business. They 
will embark on an excursion in Term 2 as part of 
their Marketing, and will complete four assessment 
total for the semester. 
 
Agriculture B (semester 2) 
Students cover topics such as Animal Nutrition 
and Digestion, Sustainable Agriculture, and Tech-
nology in Agriculture. They will complete assess-
ments total for the semester. 
Successful completion may lead to Stage 2  
Agriculture & Horticulture (TAS). 
 
Successful completion may lead to Stage 2 Agri-
culture & Horticulture (TAS). 
 
 
 
BIOLOGY 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a ‘C’ or better in Science and/ 
or Agriculture at Year 10. Biology is a  
complementary subject for students studying 
PE. 
Students may choose either one or both of the  
Biology units at Stage 1. 
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BIOLOGY (Continued) 
The topics in Stage 2 Biology provide the frame-
work for developing integrated programs of  
learning through which students extend their skills, 
knowledge and understanding of the three strands 
of science. 
The three strands of science to be integrated 
throughout student learning are: 
 Science inquiry skills 
 Science as a human endeavour 
 Science understanding 
Students may choose either one or both of the  
Biology units at Stage 1. 
 

Topics covered include: 
BIOLOGY A (Semester 1) 
1 Semester / 10 credits 
 Cells 
 Microorganisms 
 Infectious Disease 
BIOLOGY B (Semester 2) 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Multicellular Organisms 
 Biodiversity 
 Ecosystem Dynamics 
Successful completion of one of the Biology units 
may lead to Stage 2 Biology (TAS). 
 
CHEMISTRY 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a ‘C’ or better in Science at Year 10. 
The study of Chemistry gives students the 
opportunity to develop a better understanding of 
their environment and the role of Chemistry in eve-
ryday life. Students are taught practical  
chemical techniques in the laboratory that  
corresponds with the theory lessons. 
The course content provides students with the  
opportunity to develop knowledge of a wide range 
of chemicals and chemical processes. 
This knowledge is assumed for students studying 
Stage 2 Chemistry. The assessment methods can 
include topic tests in theory and practical formats,  
research assignments and oral presentations. 
CHEMISTRY (Continued) 
Topics covered include: 
 

Semester 1 
Topic 1: Materials and their atoms 
Topic 2: Combination of Atoms 
Topic 3: Molecules 
 
 

Semester 2 
Topic 4: Mixtures and Solutions 
Topic 5: Acids and Bases 

Topic 6: Redox Reactions 
 

Students may exit at the end of Semester 1 but 
must complete semester 1 before attempting  
Semester 2. 
Successful completion of both Stage 1 chemistry 
may lead to the study of Stage 2 Chemistry. 
 
PHYSICS 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a ‘C’ or better in Science at Year 
10. Students studying physics are strongly  
advised to undertake Mathematics Stage 1. 
This course is designed for students who are  
interested in the fundamental processes of our 
world and in the many practical application of 
Physics in our lives. The laws of physics underlie 
other services and provide background knowledge 
for many occupations. Students will develop practi-
cal and research skills, learn to  
apply Physics knowledge, communicate ideas us-
ing appropriate terminology and use  
Appropriate technology to research and  
investigate concepts. 
As a 2-unit course it will prepare students for the 
study of physics at Stage 2. The course is offered 
as two semester and the topics covered in each 
semester are outlined below: 
Semester 1 

 Linear motion 
 Newton’s Laws 
 Work, Energy, Power 
 Momentum 

 
 
Semester 2 
 Projectile Motion 
 Circular Motion 
 Gravitation 
 Electricity 

Students may exit at the end of Semester 1 but 
may not attempt Semester 2 unless they have 
completed Semester 1. 
Successful completion of both units may lead to 
the study of Stage 2 Physics (TAS). 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
This subject is relevant to people who have an 
interest in seeking employment in Psychology, 
Health Sciences, Education, Law, Journalism, 
Advertising, the Police Force, Recreation & Sport 
and those who have an interest in gaining a  
Better understanding of themselves and their  
social word. 
Psychology explains the nature of human 
experience and how this can be influenced 
by people and culture. It helps students to better 
understand themselves and their social world. As 
a subject it links the sciences and humanities, 
drawing upon students’ backgrounds and prior 
knowledge and interests. 

 

Topics may include: 
• Social Behaviour 
• Intelligence 
• Cognition 
• Brain and Behaviour 
• Human Psychological Development 
• Emotion 

Assessment: 
• Group Investigation 
• Issues Investigation 
• Skill and Application tasks 

NUTRITION (NEW IN 2019) - STAGE 1 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Students investigate and learn about current sci-
entific information on the role of nutrients in the 
body as well as social, cultural and environmen-
tal issues in nutrition. Students explore the links 
between food, health and diet-related diseases 
and examine strategies to promote good health. 
  

Topics covered include: 
 Macro and micro nutrients 
 Australian Dietary Guidelines 
 Nutrition in the lifecycle 
 Social and cultural factors in food choices 
 Food labels 

Assessment will be based on 4-5 tasks, including 
at least one collaborative assignment. 
Tasks include: 

· 2 Skills & Application Tasks (40%) 
· 2 Practical Investigations (40%) 
· 1 Issues Investigation (20%) 

This subject is recommended preparation for 
SACE Stage 2 Nutrition. 
 
STAGE 1 HEALTH 
1 SEMESTER 10 CREDITS 
Recommendations: Students have an interest to 

examine the Interrelationship of lifestyle, physical 
activity, social behaviour, health care and health 
care systems and the challenges of maintain and 
promoting healthy environments and healthy 
living in society. 
Students will learn to be proactive in promoting 
lifelong skills to improve health outcomes and 
quality of life for themselves and their  
communities. 
This course contains three assessment types:  
Issues Response, Group Activity and an Investi-
gation and students need to provide evidence of 
their learning through three or our assessments 
with at least one assessment from each assess-
ment type. 
Each assessment type will have a weighting of at 
least 20%. At least one assessment should focus 
on a core concept and at least one assessment 
will focus on an option study. 
Core Concept topic: Ways of Defining Health 
Option Study Topics: Health and Participation in 
an Active Lifestyle or the Effects of Alcohol, To-
bacco and other Drugs in Health, Health and the 
Environment, Contemporary Health Priorities in 
Australia, Health and Relationships or Mental 
and Emotional Health.  
(Topics selected will be negotiated based on 
teacher and students’ interest). 

STAGE 1 INTEGRATED LEARNING: OUT-
DOOR ACTIVITIES 1 SEMESTER / 10 CRED-
ITS 
 

Recommendations: An interest and positive  
attitude towards physical activity and related the-
ory. Topics include Golf, Camping and  
Bushwalking. 
This course can lead to Integrated Learning and 
Sports Studies at Stage 2. 
Development of physical skills with a focus on 
bushwalking and skills related to outdoor educa-
tion. 
Students are required to complete a half day 
bush walk and an overnight camp/hike. 
Theory Components (40%) are included and 
based on Golf and Outdoor Education. 
An Issues Analysis based on a national or global 
environmental issue is required. 
Pre-requisite: None 
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STAGE 1 PHYSICAL EDUCATION - BODY 
SYSTEMS AND TRAINING PRINCIPLES 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Students working towards studying Stage 2  
Physical Education must complete a semester unit 
of Body Systems and Training Principles. 
Recommendation for study in this area: An inter-
est and positive attitude towards physical activities 
and related theory topics. 
This course contains 60% practical skills and  
Applications that consist of two or three practicals 
based on interest, expertise and facilities in prepa-
ration for Stage 2 Physical Education. This in-
cludes Volleyball, International Rules and Netball. 
 

This course contains 40% Theory consisting of 
principles and issues in relation to The Nature of 
Physical Activity which includes body systems,  
fitness and training principles and methods and an 
Issues Analysis. 
 

Assessment: 
Students should provide evidence of their learning 
through four to five assessments.  
Students undertake: 

Three practicals (regular attendance and 
   participation for observation is required) 
Two assessments for the folio 

NB: The course outline is subject to change with 
the release of a new SACE curriculum for 2018 
Stage 1 Physical Education course. 
Prerequisite: A ‘C’ grade or better in Year 10 
Physical Education/Health. 
 
STAGE 1 PHYSICAL EDUCATION – SKILL 
LEARNING AND LIMITS TO PERFORMANCE 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Students working towards studying Stage 2 Physi-
cal Education must complete a semester unit of 
Body Systems and Training Principles. 
Prerequisite: A ‘C’ grade or better in Year 10 
Physical Education/Health. 
Recommendation for study in this area: An  
interest and positive attitude towards physical  
activities and related theory topics.  
Students working towards studying Stage 2 
Physical Education can select this second unit of 
Physical Education/Health but it is optional, not 
compulsory. 
This course contains 60% practical skills and  
applications that consist of two or three practicals 
based on interest, expertise and facilities in  
preparation for Stage 2 Physical Education. 
This includes Badminton, Basketball and Softball 
or Archery. 
This course contains 40% Theory consisting of 

principles and issues in relation to The Nature of 
Physical  which includes Skill Learning, Limits to 
Performance and an Issues Analysis. 
Assessment: 
Students should provide evidence of their learning 
through four to five assessments.  
Students undertake: 
 Two or three practicals (regular attendance 

and participation for observation is required) 
 Two assessments for the folio 
 
 
 

CREATIVE ARTS: MEDIA 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

Students specialize in their further study and experi-
ence with Digital Media Arts with a focus on digital 
photography and creative, artistic digital image crea-
tion and manipulation tasks. 
Students negotiate a set of 3 specialised studies 
(Assessment Tasks) from a range of Arts disciplines 
such as Graphic Design, Visual Arts, Crafts, Anima-
tion, Photography, Image Creation and Manipulation 
and Video Production etc. Students may integrate as-
pects of these various Arts disciplines, as well as main-
tain the individual integrity of those disciplines and also 
have opportunities to make connections with relevant 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses. 
Students  participate in the development and presenta-
tion of 1 major Creative Arts Product task worth 50% of 
the course. 
Students will also participate in the development and 
presentation of 1 major Creative Arts Practitioner In-
vestigation Folio assignment (20%) and 1 Practical 
Skills Folio assignment (30%). 
A focused study of the work of a Creative Arts Practi-
tioner provides students with in-depth knowledge of the 
nature of their work and their roles and  
responsibilities within the Creative Arts. 
By analysing and evaluating Creative Arts products 
and practitioners in different contexts and from  
various perspectives, students gain an understanding 
and appreciation of the ways in which Creative 
Arts and Artists contribute to and shape the intellectu-
al, social, and cultural life of individuals and      com-
munities. 

Prerequisite:  ‘C’ grade or better in Year 10 Digital Me-
dia or by interview with the Arts Coordinator. 
 

PATHWAY: Stage 2 Creative Arts: Media 
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DRAMA       10 OR 20 CREDITS 

Students are involved in the study and develop-
ment of performance work. They will devise their 
own performance and present a fully scripted 
production that has been selected to further their 
understanding of dramatic texts studied. 
Recommendation: A ‘C’ grade or better in at 
least 1 unit of Year 10 Drama. 
In Practical Studies, students will: 
 Be involved in a group production as an actor, 

technician or designer 
 Take part in workshops, which explore styles 

of performance 
 Create their performance works, in groups 

and individually 
In Theoretical Studies, students will: 
 Study a dramatic text 
 Review performance work 
 Write about their work and the work of others 
Students are required to view professional theat-
rical work which will incur a small fee. 
 

Prerequisite:  ‘C’ grade or better in at least 1 unit 
of Year 10 Drama or by interview with the Arts 
Coordinator. 
 

PATHWAY: Stage 2 Drama 
 
STAGE 1 MUSIC   FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 

Students need to select one of two Music path-
ways described below. All students are required 
to play an instrument and attend a weekly instru-
mental lesson provided by the school or sourced 
privately. 
 

MUSIC ADVANCED - 20 credits 
This unit offers students a pathway to study up to 
four music units at Stage 2 level (40 credits) 
and is a more intensive musical study looking at 
various aspects of performance, creativity, 
theory, technology and industry content. 
 

MUSIC EXPERIENCE - 20 credits 
This unit offers students a pathway to study up to 
two music units at Stage 2 level (20 credits) 
and is a general overview of mostly performance 
based content with some music theory, 
technology and industry exploration. 

Prerequisite:  ‘C’ grade or better in 2 units of 
Year 10 Music or by interview with the Arts 
Coordinator. 
 
 

  VISUAL ART: ART      10 OR 20 CREDITS 

 Students who have strong skills and interest in 

a least one area of Visual Arts are invited to  
Enrol in this course. 
In Practical Studies, students will: 
Take part in exercises which include  
   observational drawing, looking at 
   composition, tone and colour 
Experiment with a range of media including 

pencil and paint 
Complete two major pieces of work for 
   assessment, and must be supported by 
  ‘drafted’ documentation/planning 
Create a portfolio of their work. 
In Theoretical Studies, students will: 
Be required to research, current artistic 

trends and artists focusing on the acquisition 
of knowledge about art terminology and 
forms of expression 

Develop skills in judgment and appraisal 
through informed writing and debate 

Support their practical work with ‘drafted’ 
documentation/planning 

Some excursions to view professional  
exhibitions may incur a small fee. Students 
need to purchase an A3 Visual Art Diary. 

 
Prerequisite:  ‘C’ grade or better in at least 1 
unit of Year 10 Visual Art or by interview with 
the Arts Coordinator. 

VISUAL ART: DESIGN    10 OR 20 CREDITS 

 Students will work from a design brief to  
develop a major piece of work, whilst 
developing a folio. 
Students who have strong skills and interest in 
a least one area of Visual Arts are invited 
to enrol in this course. 
In Practical Studies, students will: 
 Develop skills in the use of Adobe Illustrator, 

InDesign and Photoshop CS4 Software to 
create visual communications 

 Complete a major piece of design work for 
assessment supported by ‘draft’ 

    documentation/planning 
 Experiment with design styles influence by 

other designers 
 Create a portfolio of work 
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VISUAL ART: DESIGN  (Continued) 

In Theoretical Studies, students will: 
 Be involved in research 
 Analyse works (including their own) and  
        focus on current design trends or 
        designers to improve their use of design  
         terminology 
 Support their practical work with ‘draft’  
        documentation/ planning 
Students are required to purchase an appropriate 
folder in which to store their practical 
work. Year 12 Visual Arts - Design may be  
studied as a part of the Visual Arts Course. 
 

Prerequisite:  ‘C’ grade or better of 1 Unit of Year 
10 Visual Art/Design or by interview with The Arts 
Coordinator. 
 

STAGE 1 HOME ECONOMICS 
 

CHILD STUDIES  (HPE) 
1 OR 2 SEMESTERS/ 10 OR 20 CREDITS 
The focus is on children from conception to 8 
years of age. The physical, emotional, cognitive 
and social development of children will be  
investigated and practical activities undertaken to 
support the developmental stages. 
The course contains: 
• 2 Practical Activities 
• 1 Group Activity 
• 1 Investigation Task (600 words) 
 

Recommendations for study of this course: 
Achievement of ‘C’ grade or better in any 
of the Year 10 Home Economic courses. 
 

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY (HPE) 
1 or 2 SEMESTERS / 10 or 20 CREDITS 
 

The focus of this course is on safe food handling 
practices, catering for others, investigating the 
impact of the fast food industry on the food and 
hospitality industry and analysing the impact 
technology has on the hospitality industry. Stu-
dents will also research initiatives related to 
Healthy 
Eating and Multiculturalism in Australia’s Food 
and  hospitality industry. 
Assessment: 

2 Practical Activities 
1 Group Practical Activity 
1 Investigation—Individual Task (600 words) 

Recommendations: Achievement of ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 10 Home Economics. 
 
 
 
MATERIALS PRODUCTS – TEXTILES (D&T) 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Students wanting to do this course should have a 

keen interest in machine and hand stitching. 
Students will be able to create and develop  
articles or garments in response to a design 
brief. They will learn to use tools and materials 
to complete products, designs on fabric and cre-
ate items using a range of fabrics. Investigation of 
Students may choose from garments, craft  
articles or household linen. 
Students may be required to provide materials  
for the fabric projects constructed. 
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SOCIETY AND CULTURE 
1 OR 2 SEMESTERS / 10 OR 20 CREDITS 
Recommendation: Achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences 
subjects. 
This subject is relevant to people who enjoy  
learning about how the world and societies 
constantly change and those who want to work in 
Education, Tourism, Journalism, International 
Studies, the Business World and Law. 
Course Outline 
Students will study contemporary societies, their 
structures and systems, and the 
interactions within and among them. This course 
examines societies in both local and global  
contexts. It looks specifically at ways individuals 
and groups relate to each other in times of  
conflict and cooperation. Society and Culture, 
aims to help students connect with the world in 
which they live, to make links with past and future 
events. 
Assessment: Sources Analysis, Group Activity 
and an Investigation. 
 
MODERN HISTORY 
1 OR 2 SEMESTERS / 10 OR 20 CREDITS 
Recommendation: Achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 10 Humanities and Social  
Sciences subjects. 
History is relevant to people who enjoy learning 
about how the world and societies constantly 
change and to those who want to work in areas 
related to Education, Tourism, Journalism,  
International Studies, the Business World and  
the Law. 
In the study of Stage 1 Modern History, students 
explore changes within the world since 1750,  
examining developments and movements of  
significance, the ideas that inspired them, and 
their short-term and long-term consequences  
for societies, systems and individuals. 
Topics may include: 
Imperialism, Decolonisation, Indigenous Peoples, 
Social Movements, Revolution and an 
elective. 
For a 10 credit subject, students provide evidence 
of their learning through three Historical Skills  
assessments and a Historical Study. Students will 
undertake source analysis, an essay and a 
Presentation.  
 
 
 
TOURISM 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Recommendation: Achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 

better in Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences  
This subject is relevant to people who want to 
travel themselves or who want to work in the 
Tourism or Hospitality industries, Retail, the  
Business World and those who have an 
interest in the environment. 
Course Outline 
Tourism activities have social, cultural, and 
environmental effects that can change many 
facets of a host community, for better or worse. 
The course identifies how sustainable  
management of tourism activities are central to 
Tourism studies.  
Possible topics include: 
 History of Tourism 
 Exploring Tourism in the Local Area 
 Examining Tourism and Technological 

Change 
 Appreciating Tourism in Australia 
 Preparing for International Travel 
 Understanding the Role of Organisations and 

Government in Tourism 
 Ecotourism 
 The importance of Tourism in the World  
     Market. 
Assessment: Case Study, Sources Analysis, 
Practical Activity and Investigation. 
 
STAGE 1 JOURNALISM (NEW SUBJECT 2019) 
 

Students will discuss and analyse local and glob-
al issues in the media (TV, radio, social media 
and print media) and how they are presented. 
Topics studied can include: 

 Images of Youth in media 
 Making of the News 
 Advertising 
 Careers in Media 
 Creating Multimedia Texts 
 Representations in the Media 
 Media and Leisure 

There are three assessment types: 
 Assessment Type 1: Folio 
 Assessment Type 2: Interaction Study 
 Assessment Type 3: Product 

This topic will suit students who have a passion 
for journalism and who may be looking for a ca-
reer in media, as well as those who have a gen-
eral interest in current affairs.   12 



STAGE 1 GEOGRAPHY 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
Recommendation: achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences 
subjects. 
This subject is relevant to people who want to work 
in Tourism, Education, Government, Resource 
Management, Urban and Rural Planning. 
Course Outline 
Students will identify issues dealing with  
environmental phenomena and human 
activities. Students learn about the spatial 
interrelationships between people, places and en-
vironments.  
Topics will address the four key themes of: 

 Location and Distribution 
 Natural Environments at Risk 
 People, Resources and Development and 
 Issues for Geographers 

Assessment: Students demonstrate their learning 
by completing a range of tasks, including field 
work, reports, presentations and essays. 
Students will be expected to attend field trips as 
part of the course  
 
STAGE 1 SAASTA ABORIGINAL POWER CUP  
(ABORIGINAL STUDIES)  
10 STAGE 1 CREDITS 
Aimed at both male and female students the  
Aboriginal Power Cup (APC) subject offers 
a dynamic curriculum which culminates in the 
annual Aboriginal Power Cup Carnival. 
The three-day event focuses on cultural activities, 
health, career and tertiary pathways and  a  
9-A-Side football competition which is hotly 
contested by each of our academies. 
SAASTA SHIELD (CROSS DISCIPLINARY 
STUDIES)  10 STAGE 1 CREDITS 
This subject has been developed to follow on  
STAGE 1 SAASTA ABORIGINAL POWER CUP  
This subject has been developed to follow on 
from the Aboriginal Power Cup. Like the APC,  
this subject culminates in a two-day sporting  
carnival where academies will compete in a  
round-robin format to claim the SAASTA Shield.  
In the lead up to the carnival students receive  
advice, mentoring and coaching from industry 
experts to develop their skills in a variety of  
sports, recreational and health activities. 
 
 
 
WORKPLACE PRACTICES 10 or 20 CREDITS 
STAGE 1   OR 2 
Students develop knowledge, skills and  

understanding of the nature, type and structure of 
workplaces. They learn about the changing nature 
of work, industrial relations, legislation, safe and 
sustainable workplace practices and local, national 
and global issues affecting the workplace.  
There are three areas of study within Workplace 
Practices:  

Industry and Work Knowledge  
Vocational Learning and 
Vocational Education and Training (VET). 

At Stage 1 and at Stage 2, all students undertake 
Industry and Work Knowledge and one of the  
following options: 
Vocational Learning or VET or Vocational Learning 
and VET. 
ASSESSMENT 

Stage 1  
Assessment Type 1: Folio  
Assessment Type 2: Performance  
Assessment Type 3: Reflection  
 

Stage 2  
(School Assessment 70%) 
Assessment Type 1: Folio (25%) 
Assessment Type 2: Performance (25%) 
Assessment Type 3: Reflection (20%) 
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT (30%) 
Assessment Type 4: Investigation (30%).  

 

AUSTRALIAN & INTERNATIONAL POLITCS 
1 SEMESTER / 10 CREDITS 
 

Recommendation: A ‘C’ grade or better in a Year 
10 HASS subject. 
Course Outline 
Students will examine the Australian government 
through topics that cover the constitution and 
 federalism, political representation, the executive 
and parliament, voting and elections and political 
parties.  
Students study a selected topic related to  
International politics and explore conventional and 
unconventional forms of participation. 
 

The course is relevant to students wishing to  
follow a career path related to History, Politics, 
Law and the media or those with a general  
interest in politics.  
Assessment: Students demonstrate their learning 
by participating in debates,  writing commentary on 
political issues and completing short-answer and 
essay assignments.      13 



COMMUNITY STUDIES 
 
MULTIPLE UNITS MAY BE STUDIED AT BOTH 
STAGE 1 AND  2 BY INDIVIDUAL NEGOTIATION. 
 
Community Studies cannot be used to gain an 
ATAR. 
In Community Studies the student finds an area  
of study that interests them, decides on a major 
topic, incorporates their preferred method of  
learning and works at their own pace to achieve 
learning outcomes and achieve success. 
 

The student must use the community as a  
resource. There are key elements that 
must be included, for example, developing 
 a contract, preliminary assignments, a 
major project, an oral presentation and feedback. 
All learning must be documented by collecting  
evidence of tasks, journaling, taking photographs 
and completing examples of work. 
 

Although the process of learning is emphasized, 
Community Studies provides for involvement in a 
wide range of possible learning topics and issues. 
Emphasis is placed on encouraging students to 
be independent and responsible. 
 
STAGE 1 & 2 COMMUNITY STUDIES 
10 OR 20 CREDITS 
Students may study more than one Communi-
ty Studies subject. 
 
In developing an individual program of learning 
around his or her interests, knowledge, and skills, 
each student prepares a contract of work to 
undertake a community activity in one of the  
following six areas of study: 

Arts and the Community 
Communication and the Community 
Foods and the Community 
Health, Recreation, and the Community 
Science, Technology and the Community 
Work and the Community. 

The learning requirements summarise the 
knowledge, skills, and understanding that 
students are expected to develop and  
demonstrate through their learning. 
 
In this subject, students are expected to: 

Negotiate, plan, and make decisions about 
a community activity, and develop challeng-
ing and achievable goals for the contract of 
work 

 Identify and apply existing knowledge and 
skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, 

and identify one or more capabilities for  
   focused development 
Work individually and with others 
 Locate, select, organise, and use ideas,  
   resources, and information 
 Learn in a range of settings, including the 

school and the wider community 
 Take practical action in the community 
Seek feedback from the community 
Present the activity to the community 
Evaluate and reflect on the completion of 

the contract, the feedback received, and 
their own learning 

These learning requirements form the basis of 
the: 
 Learning scope 
Evidence of learning that students provide 
Assessment design criteria 
 Levels of achievement described in the per-

formance standards. 
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STAGE 1 OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
1 SEMESTER (FEES APPLY TO CAMPS) 
Recommendation for study in this area: Students 
should have a keen interest in the outdoors 
particularly relating to camps/expeditions 
(including planning and organisation) and to 
learning about the environment and sustainability.   

Assessment Conditions: By participating in  
outdoor activities, students develop knowledge 
and skills, and reflect on their personal, group, 
and social development. They gain an  
understanding of ecology, environmental  
sustainability, cultural perspectives and physical, 
emotional, and spiritual health. Through outdoor 
journeys, students develop skills in leadership, 
self-management, group management, planning 
and evaluating, personal reflection, assessing 
and managing risks, managing safety, and mini-
mising environmental impacts for sustainable fu-
tures. Students will be assessed on a practical  
component (40%), their folio of work (40%) and a 
final report on the major expedition (20%). 
Outdoor Education is a new subject to Gawler 
and District in 2019 and will be offered at Stage 1 
Level to Year 10 students. This will allow students 
to gain 10 credits towards SACE in Year 10 and 
lead into the Stage 2 course that will be offered to 
Year 11 students.  
Topics Covered include: Bushwalking,  
Orienteering, Aquatics and possibly Bicycle 
Touring. Theory will focus on the environment 
and reflections on outdoor activities. 
Prerequisites: The ability to pay or make arrange-
ments to cover an upfront fee for the course to 
pay for the costs of camps. Fee to be advised 
 
 
STAGE 1 INTEGRATED LEARNING:SPORTS 
STUDIES 
A lead in to Stage 2 Integrated Learning Sports 
Studies.  
 
STAGE 1 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Prerequisites: Successful completion (‘C’ grade or 
better) of Year 10 Health and Physical Education. 
Participation in Elective PE at Year 10 is benefi-
cial for success. 
Recommendation for study in this area: Students 
working towards Stage 2 Physical Education must 
successfully complete a full year of Stage 1  
Physical Education. Students should have an in-
terest and willingness to participate in physical 
activities and movement experiences. An interest 
in reflection and analysis of skills, working in 
teams and the theoretical components of the 

course (exercise physiology, biomechanics, skill 
acquisition, learning theory concepts and devel-
oping an understanding of the barriers, enablers, 
equity and inclusivity of physical activity). 
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INTRODUCTION TO METAL FABRICATION 
FULL YEAR SUBJECT 
  

This is an advanced metalwork course aimed at 
students wanting to complete a VET Metal  
Fabrication course in Stage 1. 
  

Students will gain TAFE Certificate accreditation 
as well as 20 SACE Stage 1 points for the  
following competencies: 
1. 1. Perform Oxy-Acetylene Welding 
2. 2. Perform Manual Metal Arc Welding 
3. 3. Perform Gas Metal Arc Welding 
4. 4. Use Hand & Power tools 
  

Students will learn the above mentioned welding 
methods to enhance their metal fabrication skills. 
Students will then use these skills to design,  
produce and evaluate a product of their own 
choosing. 
  
Recommended for students wanting to pursue a 
VET Metal Fabrication Pathway 
A charge will be levied at the start of the course to 
cover the cost of materials used. 
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY: COMPUTER AIDED 
DESIGN / CNC 
1 UNIT / 1 SEMESTER 
Students will use a computer aided Design pro-
gram to develop skills and knowledge 
of basic drawing techniques and CAD. They will 
develop designing and planning skills 
within a structured design exercise and demon-
strate manufacture their product using 
computer controlled 3D printer. 
Recommended: for students interested graphic 
and product design, students 
considering entering any construction trades and 
following the Industry Pathways 
Program and students desiring to participate in 
Stage 1 CAD. 
 
 STAGE 1 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
INFORMATION PROCESSING AND 
PUBLISHING (IPR) 
This 10 credit SACE course is for students to  
enhance skills in production of paper based  
publications such as magazine pages, menus,  
invitations and brochures. 
Students will develop keyboarding skills and 
touch typing techniques to Australian standards. 
A variety of hardware and software will be used.  
Students may develop pages for the school year-
book.  
Assessment in Stage 1 consists of : 
Practical Skills 50%, 
Product and documentation 30%  

and Issues Analysis 20%. 
This course leads on to Information Processing 
and Publishing at Stage 2. 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT (COMPULSORY) 
10 CREDITS 
The focus capabilities for this subject are critical 
and creative thinking, literacy, numeracy, ICT, 
personal and social, ethical understanding and 
intercultural understanding. 
 

The Research Project gives students the 
opportunity to study an area of interest in 
depth. It allows students to use their creativity and 
initiative, while developing the research and 
presentation skills they will need in further study 
or work.  
The Research Project can take many forms, for 
example community-based projects; technical or 
practical activities; work-related research; subject-
related research. 
Students receive a result in one of two forms: 

* Research Project A, which has an external  
  assessment that may be undertaken in a 
  range of formats. 
* Research Project B, which has an external  
  assessment that must be undertaken in 
  written form. Students wishing to include this  
  subject in the calculation of their Tertiary 
  Entrance Rank (ATAR) must do Research 
  Project B. 
 

Assessment Tasks:(30%) 
 
Assessment Type 1: Folio(30%)  
 Involves a Proposal, Research Development  
 and Discussion  (10 min presentation) 

Assessment Type 2: Research Outcome 40%  
Research Project A (1500 words), 
Research Project B (2000 words) 

Assessment Type 3: (30%) 
Research Project A: Review (1500 words),  
Research Project B: Evaluation (1500 words)  

 
The Research Project is a compulsory 10-credit 
Stage 2 subject undertaken at Stage 1 and  
students need to achieve a ‘C’ grade or better to 
complete the SACE. 
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STAGE 2 SUBJECTS 
Students must select 4 subjects 
 
STAGE 2 ENGLISH 

ENGLISH LITERARY STUDIES (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Stage 2 English Literary Studies focuses on the 
skills and strategies needed to interpret texts. 
Through shared and individual studies of texts, 
students have opportunities to exchange and  
develop ideas, construct logical and convincing 
arguments and consider a range of critical 
 interpretations of texts while exploring the  
dynamic relationship between authors, texts,  
audiences and contexts. 
English Literary Studies is ideal for students who 
are keen to study high quality literature and who 
are interested in studying language rich courses 
at a tertiary level. 
There is a public examination at the end of the 
year worth 15%. 
 
ENGLISH (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
In Stage 2, English students analyse the  
interrelationship of author, text and audience, with 
an emphasis on how language and stylistic  
features shape ideas and perspectives in a range 
of contexts. This course offers a range of topics, 
targeted at students with versatile interests while 
simultaneously providing them with challenging 
and engaging content. This subject will not only 
suit students with a passion for  
English looking to continue their studies at a  
tertiary level, but also students who have a  
general interest in this area.  
 
 

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
In this subject students respond to and create 
texts in and for a range of personal, social,  
cultural, community and/or workplace contexts. 
Students understand and interpret information, 
ideas and perspectives in texts and consider ways 
in which language choices are used to 
create meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
This course is designed to be studied in conjunc-

tion with Mathematical Methods.  
Specialist Mathematics draws on and deepens  
students’ mathematical knowledge, skills, and  
understanding, and provides opportunities for  
students to develop their skills in using rigorous 
mathematical models. It includes the study of  
functions and calculus. 
The subject leads to study in a range of tertiary 
courses such as mathematical sciences, engi-
neering, computer science, and physical sciences.  
Students envisaging careers in related fields will 
benefit from studying this subject.  
 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
General Mathematics extends students’  
mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical 
problem-solving. A problem-based approach is  
integral to the development of mathematical mod-
els and the associated key concepts in the topics. 
These topics cover a diverse range of applications 
of mathematics, including personal financial  
management, the statistical investigation  
processes, modelling using linear and nonlinear 
functions, and discrete modelling using networks 
and matrices.  
Successful completion of General Mathematics at 
Stage 2 prepares students for entry to tertiary 
courses requiring a non-specialised background in  
mathematics. 
 

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Essential Mathematics offers senior secondary 
students the opportunity to extend their 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical 
problem-solving in everyday and workplace  
contexts. Students apply their mathematics to  
diverse settings, including everyday calculations,  
financial management, business applications, 
measurement and geometry, and statistics in so-
cial contexts. 
In Essential Mathematics there is an emphasis on 
developing students’ computational skills and  
expanding their ability to apply their mathematical 
skills in flexible and resourceful ways. This subject 
is intended for students planning to pursue a ca-
reer in a range of trades or vocations. 
This subject is intended for students planning to  
pursue a career in a range of trades and  
Vocations 
        17 



MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Mathematical Methods develops an increasingly 
complex and sophisticated understanding of  
calculus and statistics. By using functions and 
their derivatives and integrals, and by mathemati-
cally modelling physical processes, students  
develop a deep understanding of the physical 
world through a sound knowledge of relationships 
involving rates of change. Students use statistics 
to describe and analyse phenomena that involve 
uncertainty and variation. 
Mathematical Methods provides the foundation for 
further study in mathematics, economics,  
computer sciences, and the sciences. It prepares 
students for courses and careers that may involve 
the use of statistics, such as health or social  
sciences. 
 

When studied together with Specialist Maths, this 
subject can be a pathway to engineering, physical 
science, and laser physics. 
 
 

AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION 
FULL YEAR/ 20 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a ‘C’ grade or better in Stage 1 
Agriculture.  
 

Agriculture Production focuses on the techniques, 
procedures and processes used in Agricultural 
production and on developing an understanding 
of the relevant agricultural concepts. Students ex-
plore aspects of agricultural production that are 
important in their local area. Students cover topics 
such as Beef Cattle, Crop Establishment, Crop 
and Grain Marketing, Soils, Pests and Diseases 
and Chemical Use.   

Assessment: The final assessment will be made 
up of an external assessment of 30% and a 
school assessment mark of 70%. Students will 
demonstrate their learning through Agricultural 
reports and Application tasks in the school-based 
assessment component. The external assess-
ment will be an individual Production Investiga-
tion, to be conducted in Terms 1 to 3. 
 
 

BIOLOGY 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a “C” grade or better in Stage 1Biology, 
Chemistry and PE. Biology is a relevant subject 
for students studying PE at Stage 2. 
The study of Biology is constructed around 
inquiry into and application of understanding 
the diversity of life as it has evolved, the structure 

and function of living things, and how they  
interact with their own and other species and their 
environments. 
Students investigate biological systems and their 
interactions, from the perspectives of energy, con-
trol, structure and function, change, and  
exchange in microscopic cellular structures and 
processes, through to macroscopic ecosystem 
dynamics. These investigations allow students to 
extend their skills, knowledge, and ability to find 
solutions to biological issues and problems, and 
understand how biological science impacts on 
their lives, society, and the environment.  

Content: 
 DNA and Proteins 
 Cells as the Basis of Life 
 Homeostasis 
 Biodiversity and Evolution 

 
PSYCHOLOGY 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDIT 
This subject is relevant to people who have an 
interest in seeking employment in Psychology, 
Health Sciences, and those who have an interest 
in gaining a better understanding of themselves 
and their social word. 
Psychology explains the nature of human  
experience and how this can be influenced 
by people and culture. It looks at how behaviours 
can be changed and the ethics of research and 
intervention in people’s lives. As a subject it links 
the sciences and humanities drawing upon  
students’ backgrounds and prior knowledge and 
interests. 
 

Topics covered include: 
 Introduction to Psychology 
 Social Cognition 
 Learning 
 Personality 
 Altered States of Awareness 
 Healthy Minds 

Assessment: 
 Group Investigations, Tests 
 Individual Investigation, Application Tasks 
 External Examination 
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CHEMISTRY 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Preference is given to students who has achieved 
a ‘C’ or better in Stage 1 Chemistry. 
This course provides a pathway to a number of 
university and other tertiary courses and builds on 
the concepts developed during Stage 1  
Chemistry. It encourages students to logically 
construct answers in chemical-orientated  
language. This enables students to show their 
understanding and ability to apply their 
knowledge and skills. 
Topics covered include: 

 Elemental and Environmental 
Chemistry 

 Analytical Techniques 
 Using and Controlling Reactions 
 Organic and Biological Chemistry 
 Materials 

Assessment: 
The final mark will be made up of an external 
exam 30%, and school assessment 70%. 
The school assessment consists of tests,  
laboratory skills and social relevance topics. 
 
PHYSICS 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Preference will be given to students who have 
achieved a ‘C’ or better in Stage 1Physics. 
This course provides a pathway to a number of 
university and other tertiary courses and builds on 
the concepts developed during Stage 1  
Physics. Students will develop skills in the areas 
of experimentation, information communication 
and investigation design. This courses 
investigates four areas of study along with  
associated applications. 
 

Topics covered include: 
 Motion in two Dimensions – sport  
     projectiles, rockets, weather satellites 
 Electricity and Magnetism – photocopiers, 

cyclotrons, loudspeaker 
 Light and Matter –n LADS, compact discs, 

electron microscope 
 Atoms and Nuclei – lasers, radioisotopes, 

nuclear power 
Assessment: 
The final mark will be made of a final external  
examination 30%, and school assessment 
70%. The school assessment consists of tests, 
essays, practical work and information 
searches. 
 
STAGE 2 ARTS 

 

DRAMA    (TAS)             20 CREDITS 

The emphasis for Drama studies is performance. 
Students undertake studies that are both practical 
and theoretical. They are involved as performers, 
observers and analysts. 
Group Presentation: 
 A highlight of the year is involvement in a 

Group Production. Students are involved 
         as Actors, Designers or Technicians. 
Folio Presentation: 
 A report on the Group Production 
 2 Reviews of Live Theatre 
 Interpretive Study – review a drama  
         practitioner’s work and create their own 
         work in that style. 
Students are required to view professional  
theatrical work which will incur a small fee. 
 
Prerequisite: a ‘C’ grade or better in 1 unit of 
Stage 1 Drama or by interview with the Arts 
Coordinator. 
 
STAGE 2 MUSIC (TAS)      20 or 40 CREDITS 
Prerequisite: a ‘C’ grade of better in 2 units of 
Stage 1 Music or by interview with the Arts  
Coordinator. 
Students choose from 4 units (2 x 20 credit units 
or 2x10 credit units) to create a course that is 20 
or 40 credits. The combinations cover a variety of 
different subjects and assessment types. All per-
formance students must attend an instrumental 
lesson for their chosen instrument  provided by 
the school or sourced privately. 
 
ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE - 10 CREDITS 
This consists of understanding music, creating 
music (performance) and responding to music. 
Students develop practical music-making skills 
and collaborate with other musicians to create 
and refine ensemble performances. 
School assessment includes 2 major  
performances and 1 discussion (70%) and the 
external assessment consists of a final perfor-
mance and a self-evaluation worth 30%. 
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SOLO PERFORMANCE - 10 CREDITS 
This consists of understanding music, creating 
music (performance) and responding to music. 
Students develop their skills through performing 
works for instrument(s) and/or voice.  
 
School assessment includes 2 major  
performances and 1 discussion (70%) and the ex-
ternal assessment consists of a final performance 
and a self-evaluation worth 30% 
 
MUSIC EXPLORATIONS—20 CREDITS 
This consists of understanding music, creating 
music (performance) and responding to music.  
School assessment includes three Musical  
Literacy tasks (30%) totalling 2000 words if writ-
ten and 12 minutes if oral or the equivalent in a 
multi-modal form or if in the form of an original 
melody or song, 32-48 bars. An Exploration folio 
(40%) requires a set of short performances, com-
positions and other musical products accompa-
nied with a commentary describing their learning. 
The external assessment (Creative Connections 
30%) consists of creating or extending a creative 
work. Performances must be 6-8 minutes and  
recorded while compositions or arrangements 
should be between 3-4 minutes and discussions 
in oral / multimodal form should be a maximum of 
seven minutes. 
 
MUSIC STUDIES—20 CREDITS 
UNIVERSITY PATHWAY 
This course consists of understanding music,  
creating music (performance) and responding to 
music.  School assessment includes a portfolio of 
Creative Work (40%) as well as a reflective state-
ment of 750 words or equivalent. The portfolio 
can be presented in multiple ways but should be  
between 10-12 minutes. 
Students also complete a Musical Literacy  
assessment (30%) that includes three tasks using 
aural perception, notation, deconstruction and 
analysis. The se tasks should be 2400 words if 
written or 15 minutes if oral or equivalent.  
External assessment involves a 2 hour exam 
worth 30% of the overall grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS - ART DESIGN (TAS)  
20 CREDITS 
Prerequisite: ‘C’ grade or better in at least 1 unit 

of Stage 1 Visual Art or Design or by interview 
with the Arts Coordinator. 
The emphasis of this course is the creation of  
Design through the use of the design process  
developing students’ personal visual aesthetic. 
Students will develop a Design Brief and  
demonstrate skills in visual thinking, practical 
resolution and design in context. 
Assessment Types: 
1. Folio – The folio supports two works Design 

using the Design Process, including visual, 
practical and written content. Students are  

     required to submit forty A3 pages (40%) 
2. Practical - Students produce at least two  
     resolved pieces of Design and a 1000 word 

Practitioner’s Statement. (30%). 
3. Visual Study - This assessment task  
     requires students to investigate and 
     research an area of interest within Design.  

They are required to submit twenty A3 pages 
      with a 2000 word limit. (30%) 
Some excursions to view professional  
exhibitions may incur a small fee.  
Students must purchase an A3 portfolio. 
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CREATIVE ARTS: MEDIA  (TAS)   20 CREDITS 
  
In Stage 2 Creative Arts 2, students negotiate a 
set of 4 or 5 specialised studies (Assessment 
Tasks) from within a range of Arts disciplines 
such as Graphic Design, Visual Arts, Crafts,  
Animation, Photography, Image Creation and  
Manipulation and Video Production etc.  
Students may integrate aspects of these  
various Arts disciplines, as well as maintain the 
individual integrity of those disciplines and also 
have further opportunities to make connections 
with relevant VET courses. 
Students actively participate in the development 
and presentation of 2 major Creative Arts Prod-
uct tasks worth a total of 50% of the course. 
Students will also actively participate in the de-
velopment and presentation of 1 large or 
2 smaller major Creative Arts Practitioner  
Investigation Folio assignments (Totalling 20%) 
and 1 Practical Skills Folio assignment (30%). 
A focused study of the work of a Creative Arts 
Practitioner provides students with in-depth 
knowledge of the nature of their work and their 
roles and responsibilities within the Creative Arts. 
Students create personal aesthetic response 
type Assignment Tasks and Folios by working 
within the Creative Arts and appraising Creative 
Arts products and practitioners. Students gain an 
understanding and appreciation of the ways in 
which Creative Arts and Artists  
contribute to and shape the intellectual, social, 
and cultural life of individuals and communities. 
 
Prerequisite: ‘C’ grade or better in 1 unit of Stage 
1 Digital Media or by interview with 
the Arts Coordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
STAGE2 OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

20 CREDITS (FEES APPLY TO COVER 
CAMPS) 
Recommendation for study in this area: Students 
should have a keen interest in the outdoors  
particularly relating to camps/expeditions 
(including planning and organisation) and to 
learning about the environment and sustainabil-
ity.  
Assessment Conditions: By participating in out-
door activities, students develop knowledge and 
skills, and reflect on their personal, group, and 
social development. They gain an understanding 
of ecology, environmental sustainability, cultural 
perspectives and physical, emotional, and spiritu-
al health. Through outdoor journeys, students 
develop skills in leadership, self-management, 
group  
management, planning and evaluating, personal  
reflection, assessing and managing risks,  
managing safety, and minimising environmental 
impacts for sustainable futures. Students will be 
assessed on a folio of work (20%), a group prac-
tical (30%), a self-reliant practical (20%) and an 
externally assessed investigation (30%). 

Outdoor Education is a new subject to Gawler 
and District in 2019 and will be offered at Stage 2 
Level to Stage 1 students as a full year subject. 
This will allow students to gain 20 Stage 2 credits 
towards SACE while limiting time out of school 
for camps and expeditions while studying in 
Stage 2.  
 

Topics Covered include: Bushwalking, Orienteer-
ing, Aquatics and possibly Bicycle Touring. Theo-
ry will focus on the environment and reflections 
on outdoor activities. 
 

Prerequisites: The ability to pay or make arrange-
ments to cover an upfront fee for the course to 
pay for the costs of camps (fee to be advised). 
The successful completion of Stage 1 Outdoor 
Education is beneficial for success. 
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INTEGRATED LEARNING: SPORTS STUDIES 
20 CREDITS /  2 SEMESTERS 
Recommendation for study in this area: An  
interest and positive attitude towards physical  
activities and related theory topics. Negotiation 
with PE staff is available. 
This subject has a 70% school based assessment 
which includes 30% practical, 20% group activity 
and 20% folio and discussion. The second part is 
an externally assessed 30% project.  
This course contains: 
Practical: Skills and applications to include up to 4 
topics negotiated, depending on student interest, 
expertise and facilities. 
  Group Activity: Student will work  
     collaboratively to organize a practical  
     and/ or theory task/project and evaluate 
     the sessions. 
  Folio and Discussion: Develop a folio to    

support round table discussion on the depth, 
extent and focus of a negotiated task.  

    Supporting evidence may be through 
    discussion questions relating to the folio. 
 Project: Students develop a folder using a 

new topic – studying an activity not already 
covered in PE prior to Stage 2. Students will 
demonstrate their personal learning through 
a complied portfolio using a wide variety of 
forms of presentation. 

 

Prerequisite: ‘C’ grade or better in Stage 1 Physi-
cal Education or Integrated Learning: Outdoor 
Prerequisite: ‘C’ grade or better in Stage 1  
Physical Education or Integrated Learning:  
Outdoor Activities. 
 
STAGE 2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION (TAS) 
20 CREDITS / 2 SEMESTERS 
 Recommendation for study in this area: An 
interest and positive attitude towards physical ac-
tivities and related theory topics. Negotiation with 
PE staff is available. 
This course contains 50% practical skills and 
three 
Practicals. This could include Touch Rugby,  
Badminton, Aquatics and other practical topics  
depending on student interest, expertise and  
facilities. 
The remaining 50% of the course is theory  
consisting of principles and issues in relation to  
Exercise Physiology and Physical Activity, the  
Acquisition of Skills, the Biomechanics of  
Movement and an Issue Analysis. 
Assessment: Students should provide evidence of 
their learning through seven to ten assessments, 

including the external exam assessment  
component.  
Students undertake: 
 Three practicals (Regular attendance and 

         participation for observation is required) 
 Three to six assessments for the folio 
 One examination 

Prerequisite: A ‘C’ grade or better in a Semester 
of Stage1 Physical Education – Body Systems 
and Training Principles.  
 
Assessment Conditions:  
Students will provide evidence of their learning 
through three assessment tasks, each to have a 
weighting of at least 20%. These tasks include 
one or more of each of the following task types: 

 

At least one Improvement Analysis Task 
 (eg. Fitness test assignment, biomechanical  
analysis of a movement, energy system analysis 
of a sport etc.) 
At least one Physical Activity Investigation 
(eg. Comparing data from two or more sports 
 relating to inclusivity, investigate the popularity of 
modified games (T20 cricket, AFL 9’s etc.), 
 Inclusivity in sports for people with disabilities 
etc.) 
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STAGE 2 HOME ECONOMICS 

CHILD STUDIES (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
This subject focuses on children’s growth and 
development from conception to 8 years of age. 
Students will critically examine attitudes and  
values about parenting and gain an understand-
ing of the growth and development of children. 
They will explore the role of play, technological  
influences, safety and protection and community 
resources that support children. A variety of  
research, management and practical skills will be 
developed. Students will work closely with the 
Junior Primary school children at GDC 
 

This course contains: 
• 4 Practical Activities to cover 50% of the course. 
• 2 Group Activity for 20% of the course. 
1 Investigation (2000words) that is externally  
   assessed and valued at 30% of the course. 
 
Students who enrol in TAFE courses in Child 
Care can seek credit for this course. 
No pre-requisite subject requirements, but a ‘C’ or 
better in Year 10 Home Economics or a 
Stage 1 Home Economics subject is desirable. 
 

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS  
Students focus on the dynamic nature of the food 
and hospitality industry in Australian society. They 
develop an understanding of contemporary ap-
proaches and issues related to food and hospitali-
ty. Students work independently and collabora-
tively to achieve common goals. They develop 
skills and safe work practices in the preparation, 
storage and handling of food, complying with cur-
rent health and safety legislation. Students inves-
tigate and debate contemporary food and hospi-
tality issues and current management practices. 

The course contains: 

·    4 Practical Activities (50%) – 2 x Research 
Tasks, Practical Applications, Evaluations; 2 x 
Action Plans, Practical Applications,  

     Evaluations 
·    2 Group Activities (20%) – 2 x Group Action 

Plan, Group Practical Tasks, Individual  
     Evaluations 
·   A 2000 word Investigation (30%) that is  
    externally assessed 

There are no pre-requisite subject requirements 
but a ‘C’ or better in Year 10 Home Economics or 
a Stage 1 Home Economics subject is desirable.  
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STAGE 2 HUMANITIES 
 

PHILOSOPHY (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Recommendation: Achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 11 Humanities and Social Sciences 
subjects and sound literacy skills. 
This subject is relevant to people who want to 
work in Journalism, Law, Education, 
International Studies and Tourism 
Course Outline 
The study of Philosophy is the investigation of 
problems that arise from philosophical 
issues, such as those from the area of Ethics or 
from the more mysterious areas of 
Epistemology and Metaphysics. The skills of 
thinking and reasoning that the student develops 
through the study of Philosophy can be applied to 
a wide range of situations and enables them to 
argue effectively. Philosophy also provides the 
student with a pathway to further study and offers 
a wide range of employment opportunities such as 
law, government, entertainment, education,  
corporate business and tourism. 
In this course students will apply skills of  
reasoning, critical thinking, problem-solving 
and evaluation to a number of arguments put  
forward by well known Philosophers from 
Socrates of Athens (469–399 BC) to Singer from 
Melbourne (1946 - ). They will learn 
the principles of reasoning and identify the  
structure of arguments to establish whether 
such arguments are good or bad. Some of the  
issues that could be raised are ‘Animal 
Welfare, ‘Abortion’ and ‘Euthanasia’. 
 

Assessment: 
School Based Assessment: Argument Analysis 
(25%) and Issues Analysis (45%) will allow  
students to present their tasks in a variety of 
different ways such as essays, presentations, 
multimedia and scripted dialogues. 
 

External Assessment: Issues Study (30%) which 
is to be a maximum of 2000 words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOCIETY AND CULTURE (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 

Recommendation: Achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 11 Humanities and Social Sciences 
subjects and sound literacy skills. It is  
recommended that students also have good skills 
in writing, research and analysis. 
This subject is relevant to people who enjoy 
learning about how the world and societies 
constantly change and those who want to work in 
Education, Tourism, Journalism, International 
Studies, the Business World and Law. 
Course Outline 
Studies of Societies, examines aspects of the  
social, political, economic and cultural factors that 
affect societies. It involves some field work so as 
to determine the positions that people take on  
issues. 
This course is based upon the inquiry approach to 
learning and consists of three topics from the 
following options: 
 
Group 1: Culture 
Cultural Diversity 
Youth Culture 
Work and Leisure 
The Material World 
Group 2: New Challenges in a New Century  
Social Ethics 
Issues for Indigenous Australians 
Technological Revolutions 
People and the Environment 
Group 3 Issues for Societies in a Globalising 
World 
Globalisation 
A Question of Rights 
People and Power 
 
Assessment: 
School Based Assessment: Course Work Folio 
(50%), Interaction (20%) which includes a Group 
Task and an Oral Activity 
External Assessment: Independent Research 
Investigation (30%) which requires community  
fieldwork and a written report that is a maximum 
of 2000 words. 
The development of fieldwork and inquiry skills is 
a key focus in the teaching of the option topics. 
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MODERN HISTORY (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Recommendation: Achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 11 Humanities and Social Science 
subjects and sound literacy skills. 
This subject is relevant to people who enjoy  
learning about how the world and societies 
constantly change and those who want to work in 
Education, Tourism, Journalism, International 
Studies, the Business World and Law. 
Course Outline 
History is the investigation of human experiences 
and significant historical events. A study of History 
provides students with insights into human nature 
and the ways in which individuals and societies 
function and interact. This full year subject  
provides students with the opportunity to build their 
skills in historical method through inquiry, by 
examining and evaluating the nature of sources. 
Students will study one topic from ‘Modern Na-
tions’ and one topic from ‘The World 
since 1945.’ 
Assessment: 
School Assessment 70% 
 Assessment Type 1: 5 Historical Skills tasks 

which can include essays, source analysis, 
reports, orals, multimodal presentations,  

     web page etc. (50%) 
 Assessment Type 2: Historical Study either 

2000 words written or equivalent in  
     multimodal form (20%) 

External Assessment (30%) 
 Assessment Type 3: Examination (2 hour)      
     1 Essay and 1 Sources Analysis (30%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOURISM (TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 

Recommendation: Achievement of a ‘C’ grade or 
better in Year 11 Humanities and Social Science 
subjects and sound literacy skills. 
This subject is relevant to people who want to  
travel or work in the Tourism and Hospitality  
industries. Students will be using and interpreting 
data by analysing a range of sources. 
Stage 2 Tourism may also include an interstate/
overseas trip which will be an additional cost. 
Course Outline 
Tourism at this level consists of content based on 
four themes and three of the topics below. 
Themes 

 Operations and Structures of the Tourism In-
dustry 

 Travellers Perceptions, and the Interactions 
of the Host Community and Visitor 

 Planning for and Managing Sustainable Tour-
ism 

 Evaluating the Nature of work in the Tourism 
Industry 

Possible Topics 
 Applications of Technology in Tourism 
 The Economics of Tourism 
 Establishing a Tourism Venture 
 Indigenous People and Tourism 
 Management of Local Area Tourism 
 The Impacts of Tourism 
 Marketing Tourism 
 Special Interest Tourism 
 Responsible Travel 
 The Role of Governments and Organisations 

in Tourism 
 Tourism Industry Skills 
Assessment: 
School Based Assessment: Course Work Folio 
(20%), Practical Activity (25%) and 
Investigation (25%) 
External Assessment: Written Examination (30%) 
2 Hour 
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STAGE 2: AUSTRALIAN &INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICS 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Recommendation: A ‘C’ grade or better in  
Stage 1 HASS subjects.  
Course Outline 
Students will examine the Australian  
government through topics that cover the  
constitution and federalism, political  
representation, the executive and parliament, 
voting and elections and political parties.  
Students study a selected topic related to  
International politics and explore conventional 
and unconventional forms of participation. 
 

The course is relevant to students wishing to  
follow a career path related to History, Politics, 
Law and the media or those with a general inter-
est in politics.  
 

Assessment: 
School Assessment (70%)  
Students will debate topics, engaged in scripted 
role plays or mock parliament, complete short 
answer assignments and essays or  
Presentations. 
External Assessment (30%) 
Students are required to answer 2 essay ques-
tions under exam conditions (2 hours) 
 

 
STAGE 2 SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT 
GEOGRAPHY (TAS) FULL YEAR/20 CREDITS 
Stage 2 Geography is a 20-credit subject that 
consists of: 

 A compulsory core topic 
 Two option topics from a choice of twelve 
 

Core Topic: Population, Resources, and  
Development. This topic introduces students to 
the processes involved in population change. 
Through it, students become aware of the im-
pacts of population and consumption on the  
environment. Water is used as a case study.  
Students will be expected to attend field trips. 
Option Topics: 
Students must study issues related to two of the 
following topics: 
1. Urbanisation       2. Rural Places 
3. Tourism              4. Sources & Use of Energy 
5. Coasts                6. Biodiversity 
7. Climate Change  8. Soils 
9. Globalisation       10. Environmental Hazards 
11. Drylands           12. Negotiated Topic. 
 
 
STAGE 2 SAASTA 
INTEGRATED LEARNING 

20 STAGE 2 CREDITS 
Similar to the Power Cup and SAASTA Shield  
students will be involved in the practical 
elements of the carnivals, however, they are  
required to complete Stage 2 assessment 
tasks which branch into additional topics such as 
pushing limits of performance. 
 
SAASTA 
CERTIFICATE III IN SPORT & RECREATION 
55 STAGE 2 CREDITS 
Completed across either Stage 1 or Stage 2 
Developed as a VET subject, the SAASTA  
Certificate III in Sport & Recreation provides 
academy students with a direct sporting pathway 
through the SACE. 
The course is aimed at sports-minded students 
and will equip students with the skills, 
knowledge and qualifications to enter into further 
studies and/or assist in gaining employment in 
the sports industry as well as the potential to fur-
ther enhance elite sporting careers. 
There are fourteen modules in this subject which 
are mainly sporting based with a particular focus 
on skill development, tactics, physical condition-
ing and the attainment of the Senior First,  
Occupational Health, Safety & Welfare and  
various Base Level Coaching certificates. 
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STAGE 1 & 2 JAPANESE 
FULL YEAR - 20 CREDITS 
Prerequisite: Achievement of ‘C’ grade of better in 
the previous year of study. 
Students develop and apply linguistic and intercul-
tural knowledge, understanding, and  skills to: 
• interact with others to exchange information, ide-
as, opinions and experiences in Japanese 
 create texts in Japanese to express infor-

mation,  
         feelings, ideas and opinions 
• analyse texts in Japanese to interpret meaning 
• examine relationships between language, cul-
ture,      and identity, and reflect on the ways in 
which culture influences communication. 

Content: 
Stage 1 & 2 Japanese at continuers level is organ-
ised around three prescribed themes and a num-
ber of prescribed topics and suggested subtopics. 
These themes have been selected to promote 
meaningful communication and enable students to 
extend their understanding of the interdependence 
of language, culture, and identity. 
 
The three prescribed themes are: The Individual: 
The Japanese Speaking Communities and The 
Changing World 
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES: ADVANCED  
CODING (IT) 
(IN FINALISING STAGES FOR 2018 BY SACE) 
In this 10 credit SACE course students learn a 
general purpose programming language such as  
Python. Students code small programs and func-
tions to implement well-described tasks. Advanced 
coding involves an extension of programming 
knowledge and coding skills and the use of data  
structures such as arrays. Students investigate 
and define problems, apply critical thinking skills in  
developing solutions iteratively and run simulations 
of the solution. 
Assessment consists of three Project Skills tasks 
and a Digital Solution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAGE 2 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
INFORMATION PROCESSING & PUBLISHING 

(TAS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Recommended: Knowledge of Adobe InDesign CC 
and Stage 1 IPR. 
This 20 credit SACE course is aimed at enhancing 
the learners’ understanding of formatting and page 
layout techniques. Topics covered are Desktop 
Publishing and Business Documents. Students de-
sign paper based publications such as menu, 
magazine, A5 booklet, poster etc. Information Pro-
cessing and Publishing offers opportunities to de-
velop proficient skills in Adobe InDesign CC. 
Assessment includes at least two issues analysis 
reports. 
School based assessment: 
70% consists of Practical Skills 40% and  
30%Issues Analysis 
Through the externally moderated assessment of 
30% students design and publish an A5 booklet on 
a topic of choice, accompanied by documentation 
of up to 1500 words. 
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STAGE 2 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN 
(COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Students will use CAD (Computer Aided Design) 
to develop a product. They will critically analyse 
past and present technologies, examine  
processes currently used in industry and  
investigate materials. 
Recommendations for study in this subject: An 
interest or career focus in the design, drafting, 
building, engineering or allied industries. 
In addition, students who successfully complete 
the Computer Aided Drafting 3D module will  
receive TAFE competencies in addition to their 
SACE credit. 
Recommendation: A ‘C’ grade in Computer Aid-
ed Design at Stage 1 is desirable. 
 
DOORWAYS TO CONSTRUCTION PLUS 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDIT 
CERTIFICATE 3 GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 
Pre-requisite: A student will need to have  
successfully demonstrated competency in the 
majority of Doorways Certificate 1 units. 
Students will be enrolled under Training  
Guarantee arrangements in one full day per 
week training at Certificate 3 level. 
The training will be through a qualified TAFE  
lecturer within the schools trade training 
facility. Units studied include: 
1. Use carpentry tools & equipment 
2. Handle carpentry materials 
This area of study enables students to develop 
Knowledge and understanding of the nature, 
type and structure of the workplace in the Gen-
eral building construction industry. 
Students undertake formal learning in a work-
related context (Constructing outdoor projects, 
pergolas, benches etc.) It incorporates the  
development of generic work skills, career  
education and work based learning. Students will 
study units of competency that will count toward 
a TAFE Certificate 3 in General Construction. 
A charge will be levied to cover the cost of mate-
rials used. 
 
 
 
 
FURNISHING 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
MATERIAL PRODUCTS: 

Material Studies involves the use of manufactur-
ing technologies: tools, machines and systems to 
make products. Students, investigate, analyse 
and critique a broad range of products,  
processes and production techniques in industri-
al situations. Students produce a design brief 
and use a range of strategies to develop their 
ideas and there understanding of the physical  
properties of materials used. 
Students undertake formal learning in a work-
related context Vocational Education and  
Training (VET). Students will study units of  
competency that will count toward a TAFE  
Certificate 3 in Carpentry and Furniture.  
Satisfactory completion of 8 units of 
competency will enable students to complete 
Certificate 1 in Carpentry and Furnishing. 
Recommendation: There is no prerequisite for 
this course, however, an interest in entering the 
furnishing trades and completion of Stage 1  
Carpentry and Furnishing is highly  
recommended. 
A charge will be levied to cover the cost of mate-
rials used. 
 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION (WORKPLACE 
PRACTICES) 
FULL YEAR / 20 CREDITS 
Through their participation in community 
construction projects (pergola, shed, shelters, 
etc.), students will have the opportunity to  
develop five capabilities of communication, 
citizenship, personal development, work and 
learning. They will develop their ability to work 
independently and reflect on their learning and 
achievement. 
Students will be given the opportunity to  
complete Certificate I General Construction 
units. 
Recommended: Doorways students looking to 
expand their experience in the construction  
industry or requiring time to complete Certificate I 
General Construction. Students with an interest 
in the construction industry but did not complete 
or start Stage1 Construction. Students are re-
quired to engage in work outside school through 
part time work or work experience. 
 
        28 
        



ENGLISH PATHWAYS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS 
 
 



 
HUMANITIES PATHWAYS 
 

 
HOME EC PATHWAYS 
 



SCIENCE & AGRICULTURE PATHWAYS 
 

 

 

 
 

 

HPE FLOW CHART 



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PATHWAYS 

 
 

 

 

 

32 



VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
When selecting subjects, students are  
encouraged to consider their transition through 
school to further learning and employment. One 
option which may assist some students 
to make this transition is Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) courses. These allow 
students to complete nationally accredited  
training modules and competencies towards 
a specific work pathway. Students are enrolled and 
assessed through a Registered Training  
Organisation (RTO) such as TAFE or other 
private organisations. Most VET units involve 
structured workplace learning (SWL). This is “on 
the job” learning that is assessed to industry com-
petence. 
A range of VET options are available through 
Gawler and District College. Some VET 
options are available on site, however, many 
courses are offered off site, through the 
alliance of 11 Northern Adelaide High Schools. 
STAGE 1 AND 2 
All VET qualifications or units of competency that 
make up a qualification, in the Australian  
Qualifications Framework (AQF) can contribute to 
the completion requirements of the SACE. 
The SACE Board determines the SACE stage at 
which qualifications will be granted recognition in 
the SACE. For details of how specific VET  
qualifications can earn SACE credits at Stage 1 
and/or Stage 2, refer to the VET Recognition Reg-
ister. 
Students can use a maximum of two  
qualifications at Certificate I level to gain credits 
towards the completion of the SACE. There is no 
limit to the number of qualifications at Certificate II 
level or higher that students can use to gain credits 
towards the completion of the SACE. 
 

CREDITS 
Students can gain SACE credits for the  
successful completion of VET qualifications or 
units of competency that make up a  
qualification. 
A student will earn 10 SACE credits for the 
successful completion of 70 nominal hours 
of VET, up to the maximum number of credits allo-
cated to each qualification. A student 
will earn 5 SACE credits for the successful  
completion of 35 nominal hours of VET. 
The VET Recognition Register lists the maximum 
and minimum number of SACE credits 
allocated to each qualification. 
COURSES AT GAWLER AND DISTRICT  
COLLEGE B - 12 
 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Certificate I and partial completion of Certificate III 
General Construction (Stage I & 2) 
Certificate I Engineering (Stage 1) 
SCIENCE 
Certificate III Horticulture 
MUSIC 
Certificate III Music Industry 
HOSPITALITY 
Certificate II Kitchen Operations 
 
 
OFF SITE COURSES 
Students should refer to the Regional VET Course 
Handbook for detailed information 
about the courses that will be offered in 2019. Stu-
dents who are interested must 
complete the Northern Regional VET programs en-
rolment form prior to Course Counselling. 
The cost of these courses can range from $1350 to 
$2500 per student per year. The VET courses can 
run for one semester, a year or two years. Stu-
dents undertaking any of these VET courses will 
be asked to pay a fee to cover the  
administration fee for each course and the rest will 
be covered by the school. If students wish to pur-
sue their course for the second year to  
complete their Certificate II or Certificate III, par-
ents/caregivers will be asked to pay the full fee for 
VET service for that year, as we wish to 
treat all interested students fairly. 
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 Courses may include: 
 
Certificate II Music 
Certificate III Media (Interactive Digital Media) 
Certificate III Media (Screen and Media) 
Certificate III Aged Care 
Certificate III Individual Support 
Certificate III Child Care Services 
Certificate II Community Services 
Certificate III Community Services (Pathways to 
Nursing) 
Certificate II Health Support Services 
Certificate II Salon Assistant 
Certificate III Beauty Services 
Certificate II Retail, Make-up Services 
Certificate II Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) 
Gawler 15 
Certificate II Hospitality Gawler 15 
Certificate III Hospitality 
Certificate III Fitness 
 
BUSINESS 
Certificate III Business 
 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Certificate I Automotive – Pre Apprenticeship 
Certificate II Automotive - Underbody Technology 
Certificate II Automotive - Servicing Technology 
Certificate II Electro-technology 
Certificate II Engineering  
Certificate I and II Animal Studies 
Certificate III Rural Operations 
 
For More Information Visit: NASSSA.com.au 
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APPRENTICESHIPS 

Australian School-based Apprenticeships allow 
senior students to work towards a vocational and 
technical qualification while completing their 
SACE studies and must be endorsed by the 
school.  
Australian Apprenticeships provide nationally 
recognised qualifications and competencies and 
are offered at all certificate levels up to Advanced 
Diploma. Once completed, the qualification can 
lead to continued employment, self employment, 
further training or education. 
Students are paid while training; it is structured 
and can take the place of casual work. The rate 
of pay varies depending upon the industry, the 
year level, the qualification and whether industry 
or  
national awards are  used. 
The student must enter into an Apprenticeship/
Traineeship Training Contract with an employer 
(and a parent/guardian if the student is under the 
age of 18 years). This contract is a legally bind-
ing contract 
for the duration of that contract. The same terms, 
conditions, rights and obligations apply as with all 
other traineeships or apprenticeships. 
 

Benefits for students 
If you are still at school and are looking at your 
career options, it is possible to undertake an  
Australian Apprenticeship whilst at School, be 
paid while working, and have it count towards 
your SACE. 
Australian School-based Apprenticeships are a 
great career option for students in Year 11 and 
Year 12. They have a number of benefits which 
include: 

 Finish Years 11 and 12 while you start your 
apprenticeship 

 Be a step ahead of the competition for jobs 
 Learn the latest knowledge and skills 
 You get paid while you learn 
 You are covered by a training contract, 

which links to an industrial award or agree-
ment 

 Nationally recognised qualifications hands 
on experience in a real job 

 A great way to move from school to work 
 A sense of achievement 
 A great start to your career 

If you’re interested, speak to the VET Coordina-
tor or the apprenticeship broker who will be able 

to put you on the right track and can assist you in 
choosing the most suitable subjects or contact 
 
JASON KEEP 
VET COORDINATOR  
FLO enrolled students have an individualised, 
part-time timetable that can include the GDC 
Flexible Learning Centre (SACE, Literacy and 
Numeracy), mainstream electives, TAFE, and 
community based programs.. 
 
For further information on Australian School-
based Apprenticeships 
Australian Apprenticeships website: 
www. australianapprenticeships.gov.au 
 
Trade Schools for the Future website: 
www. tradeschoolsforthefuture.sa.edu.au 
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Compulsory Subjects STAGE 1 SACE 
 

Year 11 students must complete the  
following subjects to a ‘c’ standard or 
better. 
 All students must select one of the following 

Mathematics subjects and achieve a ‘C’ or better. 
 

Stage 1 students must select 90 credits from the 
following subjects: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Students intending to study Maths 
at Stage 2 must do a full year of Maths.  

RESEARCH PROJECT 10 CREDIT 

ENGLISH OR ESSENTIAL   
ENGLISH 

20 CREDITS 

MATHEMATICS 10 CREDITS 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS 10 CREDITS 

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 10 CREDITS 

AGRICULTURE 10 0R 20 CREDITS 

BIOLOGY A 10 CREDITS 

BIOLOGY B 10 CREDITS 

CAD COMMUNICATION PROD 10 CREDITS 

CARPENTARY & FURNISHING 20 CREDITS 

CHEMISTRY 20 CREDITS 

CHILD STUDIES 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

COMMUNITY STUDIES 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

CREATIVE ARTS:MEDIA 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

DOORWAYS TO  

CONSTRUCTION 

20 CREDITS 

DRAMA 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

FOOD & HOSPITALITY 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

GEOGRAPHY 10 CREDITS 

INFORMATION  
PROCESSING 

10 OR 20 CREDITS 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY  
CODING 

10 OR 20 CREDITS 

JAPANESE 20 CREDITS 

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 
GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
PRE MATHS METHODS 
PRE SPECIALIST MATHS 

10 CREDITS 
10 CREDITS 
20 CREDITS 
30 CREDITS 

METALWORK MATERIAL 
PRODUCTS 

10 OR 20 CREDITS 

MODERN HISTORY 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

MUSIC EXPERIENCE 20 CREDITS 

NUTRITION 10 CREDITS 

PHILOSOPHY 10 CREDITS 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  
BODY SYSTEMS &TRAINING 

10 CREDITS 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:   
SKILL LEARNING & LIMITS 

10 CREDITS 

INTEGRATED LEARNING 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 

10 CREDITS 

PHYSICS 20 CREDITS 

PSYCHOLOGY  10 OR 20 CREDITS 

POLITICS: INTERNATIONAL &  
AUSTRALIAN   

10 CREDITS 

SCIENTIFIC STUDIES: 
CONSERVATION & LAND 
MANAGEMENT 

10 CREDITS 

SCIENTIFIC STUDIES: 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 

10 CREDITS 

SOCIETY & CULTURE 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

TOURISM 10 CREDITS 

VISUAL ART: ART 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

VISUAL ART: DESIGN 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

WORKPLACE PRACTICES 10 OR 20 CREDITS 

SAASTA POWER CUP 10 CREDITS 

SAASTA SHIELD 10 CREDITS 

TEXTILES: MATERIAL  
PRODUCTS 

10 CREDITS 

SCIENTIFIC STUDIES / STEM 10 CREDITS 

JOURNALISM STUDIES 10 CREDITS 

MUSIC ADVANCED 20 CREDITS 



Compulsory Subjects Year 12 

Students must choose four of the  
following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-
jects which attract an TAS (Tertiary As-
sessment Score will contribute to a stu-
dent’s Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank (ATAR). 

 

NOTE: Students may choose more than 
20 credits of Community Studies 
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AGRICULTURE &         
HORTICULTURE (TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

INTEGRATED PHYSICAL 
SPORTS STUDIES (TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

BIOLOGY (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

DOORWAYS TO  
CONSTRUCTION (TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

CHEMISTRY (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

CHILD STUDIES (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

COMMUNITY STUDIES 20 CREDITS 

COMPUTER AIDED  
DESIGN (TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

CREATIVE ARTS:MEDIA
(TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

DRAMA (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

ENGLISH LITERARY STUD-
IES (TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

ENGLISH (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

FOOD & HOSPITALITY 20 CREDITS 

FURNISHING (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

INFORMATION  
PROCESSING &  
PUBLISHING (TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

GEOGRAPHY (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
(TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

SPECIALIST  
MATHEMATICS (TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

ESSENTIAL  
MATHEMATICS  

20 CREDITS 

MODERN HISTORY (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

MUSIC (TAS) 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
(SOLO AND/OR  
ENSEMBLE) 
MUSIC EXPLORATIONS 
MUSIC STUDIES (UNI 
PATHWAY) 

20 - 40 CREDITS 
20 CREDITS 
 
 
20 CREDITS 
20 CREDITS 

MATHEMATICS METHODS 
(TAS) 

20 CREDITS 

PHILOSOPHY(TAS) 20 CREDITS 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION(TAS) 20 CREDITS 

PHYSICS (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

POLITICS (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

PSYCHOLOGY (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

SOCIETY & CULTURE (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

TOURISM (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

VISUAL ART: ART (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

VISUAL ART: DESIGN (TAS) 20 CREDITS 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION: 

WORKPLACE PRACTICES 

20 CREDITS 

WORKPLACE PRACTICES 20 CREDITS 

SAASTA: INTEGRATED 
LEARNING 

20 CREDITS 


